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St. Luke CHAP. il. VER. 29, 


Lord now ktteſt thou thy Servant depart in 
m_ - 


T is related inthe Sacred Hiſtory, of the great Pro- 1 king, 19, 4. 

phet Z/hjah, that he was perfectly cloy'd with Life, 

and pray'd for a difmiſlion; he went a days Jour- 
| ney into the Wilderneſs, and came and fat down un- 
der a Juniper Tree ; and he requeſted for himſelf chat he 
might die, and faid, It is enowugh now, O Lord, take away 
my Life ; for 1 am not better than my Fathers. This looks 
like a Fit of Melancholy, occxfion'd by a Refle&ion on 
the unfucceſsfulneſs of his Miniſtry, and the rage of Feza- 
bel againſt him ; and ſeems rathec eo be mention'd as an 
Inſtance of the Imperfe&tions that ſtick to the beft of Men 
in this Life, than to be propos'd for our Imitation, or to 
be drawn into Example by us. The like Account the Job 53 16, 
Holy Books give us of another Man, very Eminent for | 
his Piety in the Age he liv'd in; that he loath'd Life, and 
was very deſirous an end might be put to it. The Ob- 
jection againſt this Example alſo is, that Holy Fob breaks 
forth into this Expreſlion 1n the anguiſh and vexation of his 
Spirit; and that it was the mere effect of the preſſure of 
that load of Troubles and Evils under which he la- 
bour'd : Neither can this be deny'd; for the Holy Man 
ſeems hereupon, both to ground, and to excuſe his deſire 
of Death, as will be eafily diſcern'd by any, who will be 
at the pains to conſult that Chapter ; of which give me 
leave to give you a ſhort Paraphraſe, ſo. far as concerns 
this his Complaint of Life, and earneſt deſire of Death. 
Let me ask you, ſays he to: his Friends, theſes Queſtions ; 


I not Death appointed by the Soyeraign Lord of the 
A 2 World 


A Sermon at the Funeral of the 
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World to every Man? And does not Man ſpin out his 
ſhore Life on Earth in trouble and toy], like an Hireling 
his Day ? And doth not ſuch an'one, wearied out with the 
Work and Labour of the day, naturally deſire the ap- 
proach of the Night to give him eaſe and refreſhment ? 
And is not this my Caſe, or rather, is not my Caſe 
much worſe? For both day and night are alike uneaſte to 
me 3 you cannot but be ſenſible into how miſerable a State 
I am fallen; you who have ſeen my former Proſpericy 
(unleſs you have quite put off Humanity it ſelf) mult pity 
my preſent Condition ; and (which is to me a very ſad Con- 
ſideration) you are never like to ſee it better 3 for I ſhall en- 
joy no more good in this Life; my Body is already over- 
run with Worms, and I am become loathſom while I 
livez and you cannot but be ſenſible how very difficult I 
find it to maintain my Temper of Mind in this Condition. 
Since therefore God has aflign'd Death as the End of all 
theſe Miſeries; can you blaine me, that I pray God to 
haſten ic? I know that *tis my Duty to refer my ſelf 
wholly to God's wiſe diſpoſal of me; bur aſſure your 
' ſelves, if God would give me leave to make my own 
choice, I would much rather defire to die than to live: 
And I cannot but look upon this defire as proceeding from 
Wiſdom, and a right Judgment of things. But notwith- 
ſtanding che ſpecial Circumſtances attending both theſe 
Caſes, there ſeems to be ſomething in the Requeſts of 
thoſe great Men, very agreeable to the deſires of the beſt 
Men, whilſt under theſe, wiſelt, and moſt compos'd 
Thoughts, and the happieſt and moiſt promiſing Advan- 
tages of Life. A due Refletion upon the Vanity of Hu- 
mane Life in its beſt State, with a ſtedfaft Faith of a fu- 
ture happy State, to ſucceed the determination of the 
ſhort Period of our days here on Earth, are enough to 
diſpoſe us, not to be over fond of living any very long 
time here and, with ſubmiflion to the Will and Provi- 
dence of God, very chearfully to receive our Diſmiſlion, 
when ever it_ ſhall be ſent us. We ſo ſenſibly find, that 
there is no perfet Happinefs to be met with on Earth, 
that nothing needs to be ſaid eo confirm our Experience ; 
nor are we ignorant of the reſult of dying, and the Re- 
3 | wards 
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relucancy, whilit under the vigorous expectation of that 
great Declaration and Afurance given by our Religion ? 
Rev.-14. 13: And I beard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying un- 


to:me Write, from henceforth, 4; e.' from the very time of 
their Deaths, bleed are the Dead which die'in the Lord ; yea: 


ſaith the Spirit (which denotes the undoubted certainty-of 
the thing) that they may reſ#- from their Labours, and their 
Works do follow them. The Scriptures therefore have 
given us other Inſtances lefs liable to-theſe Exceptions ; 
and which repreſent. the defire of. Death, nor. as a raſh, 
unadviſed, impatient, or melancholy Requeſt, but as the 
effe&t of great Piety, high Attainments 'in Vertue'and 
Goodneſs, and a very lively ſenſe of a future World ; 
diſpoſing thoſe, who have thus rais'd themſelves above this 
World, and enlarg'd their Minds by the Principles of 
Religion, eaſily to part with all things here below; and 
to be .under Wiſe, and Pious, and Devout Deſires: of 
Death and Diſlolution. Such is the Inftance of the great 


wards'that befal the' Righteous3 wheti once this Difficul- 
ty is overconie. Happineſs is thething that all humane Na- 
ture is reaching at ; and who' would die fttuglingly andiwich' 


V 


Apoſtle, who expreſſes his longing to be gone 3- and con- Phil. 1. 21, 


cludes peremptorily, that it was much for his Advantage 
to die3 and though he was content to live, this was upon 
no other ſcore, but his being uſeful and ſerviceable to 
others : And he Pronounces this, as the common Deſire 
of all the Apoſtles, *anid very proper'to be embrac'd by 


all Wiſe and Pious Chriſtians. #e know that if Yhe earth- 2. Cor. 5. t 


ly houſe of this tabernacle were difſolu'd, we have a building of 
God, an hcuſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. 
For in this, q. 4. for this Reaſon, we groan earneſtly, deſiring 
to be clathed upon with cur Honſe, which is: from Heaven. 
And to mention no more, this was the Caſe of good 
old Simeon, a Juſt and Devourt Man, as the Evangeliſt 
gives his Character, who had liv'd in the Faith and Hope 
of Iſrael, the expeation of the Meffias to come ; and 
by the Account given of him, ſeems for ſome time. to 
have been. waiting, both for the fulfilling of this Hope 
and for. his own Difſfolution. For he had receiv'd a' Re- 
vclation, that he ſhould not die till the Meſfias ſhould 

come, 
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the beginning af a new and better Lite; and coming 
into the Temple at the time that Jefirs was preſented 16 
the Lord, according te the, Cuſtom of the Law, he took 
the Child up in--his Army, - and publickly declar'd, that 
this. was :the Meſlias:fo.long promis'd 3 and the Revelation 
of his-ſecing him in the Fleſh being fulfilPd to him, he 
now exprefles his hearty and earneſt deſire to be gathered 
to his Fathers in the Words of my. Text. | | 
Lord, maw letteſÞ than thy Servant depart in peace. 


; Krom- which I might fairly Diſcourſe theſe Two 
things. | | Es Þ | 


I. That it ,is very becoming a Wiſe Man, and eſpe- 
cially a Pious Chriſtian, to be very indifferent to Lite, 
and.to know when he has had enough of its yea, to be 
weary of the World, and: to be very willing to have his 
Diſpaiſlion.. IC | | | 


I. That it is a very defirable thing to depart this Life 
1 PRaces | : 


I ſhall conſider only the Firſt Particular, and before I 


-,2 - emer. upon the Argument , .I mult ſet theſe following 


Bounds..and Limitations-to it. 


x. This is to be underſtood with great deference to the 
Wiſdom and Providence of God, ſo as to ſhow no impa+ 
tience of Lite. 


. 2: With reſpe& to the Benefit and Advantage of others, 
for whoſe ſake a Wife and Good Man, who is very wil 
ling to die, may alfo be willing to live ; yea, upon this ac- 
count he-may be deſirous to live : when otherwiſe, and for 
his ewn, ſake, he would make it his choice to die. 


[14d 3. This 
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| 3. This deſire 'of Death is'-never to-be divided from 2 
firm perſuation of Mind, that whatever God orders to us, 
be it Life, or Death, is, for that reaſon, beſt ; 'and there- 
fore it is rather to be. underſtood, .as a -deſire;: that God 
would then take us out of this World, when, to his Infi- 
nite Wiſdom, it ſhall: appear to. be moſt 'for our, andthe 
Advantage-of others, who depend upon us, or we have 
any relation to. | 


I» This ts to. be underſtood with great deference to the 
Wiſdom and Providence of God, fo as to ſhow no -impa- 
tieice of Life. We are in this World like Soldiers inan 
Army,*aflign'd by their General co their ſeveral Poſts ; 
which would be dire& Diſobedience, proceeding from Se- 
dition, Mutiny, or Cowardice, to deſert, without leave : 
And from what Cauſe ſoever it proceeds, it is highly pu- 
niſhable. Such a Poft is humane Life ; which mult not be 
abandon'd without permiflion, and till the Providence of 
God diſcharge us. We muſt not: be fo weary of Life, or 
fond of Death, as voluntarily: to forſake the one, and ha- 
ſten the other by our own a&s, or any means uſed upon 
our ſelves. This, I am aware, has of old been accounted 
a true Inſtance of a Roman Spirit of Magnanimity, and 
Greatneſs of Mind, for Men to diſpatch themſelves ; and 
thereby put a period to thoſe Evils they were not able'to 
bear : Thus the brave Caro flew himſelf, not- being able to 
bear Ce/ars ViRtories, nor to endure to think of falling 
into the Conquzror's Hands. "Thus Paulus e/Emilins re- 
plied to Perſew, when he ſo meanly ſupplicated him that 
he might not be led in Triumph, That it had been, and 
was ſtill in his own Power to prevent this Difgrace 3 and 
that it was the true mark of a Coward to havea Remedy 
at hand, and not to dare to uſe it. But as fuch a&ions as 
theſe are utterly inconſiſtent with a ſteady Belief of God's 
Wiſe Government of the World ; and, particularly, with 
the Principles of Chriſtianity ; ſo neicher are they In- 
{tances of that Greatneſs of Mind they pretend to; they 
are rather plain Evidences of Paſllanimity, and: Vilenefs 


of Mind 3 11 that Men cannot bear. Evils, as becomes Phi- 
loſophers, 


ER 
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| loſophers, | and eſpecially Chriflians ; but are prevaiPd up- 


on. baſely and- meanly tor fly from them ; as St. Auſtin 'ex- 
cellently argues in that noble Book of his, of the City 
of God ; where he maintains,:that a voluntary Death is 

no-Argument. of Greatneſs of Mind. | 
2, It, muſt be underſtood with reſpe& to the Benefit and 
Advantage of others ; .for whoſe Cie a wiſe and good 
Man, who is willing to die, may alſo be willing to live ; 
yea, upon this account, be deſirous to live, when other- 
wiſe, and for his own ſake, he would make it his Choice 

to die. ff; G12 052 1 | Jt [0 
That which cauſes ather. Men to defire their Lives, is a 
good reaſon to themſelves:to- deſire. to live 3 at leaſt, to 
be ſo well:-content with this, as not to be weary of Life. 
When a Man is of more than ordinary Uſe and Benefit 
to the Common-wealth, or the Church of God, or in the 
Place where he lives , or when he has a numerous Family, 
and many young Children, who are growing up as Plants: 
for the next Age; who receive a . mighty. Benefit. by his' 
careful Proviſion for them, by his Inſtruction, by. his Ex- 
ample, and by a great Diligence and Care uſed in their 
Education ; and when, by the courſe of Nature, he might 
yet have liv'd many Years; In ſuch caſes it is very reaſona-: 
ble for others to deſire the Lives of ſuch Men : Sometimes 
the ſcarcity of ſuch Men, and the circumſtances of the 
time, when their Help and Afiſtance is like to be, in a 
ſpecial manner, beneficial to the World, renders it reaſo- 
nable to be very earneſt in asking of God, their Lives: 
And thoſe are alſo good Reaſons why they themſelves 
ſhould deſire to live 3 living to the benefit of others, and 
ſo as to be uſeful in our Generations, being one preat End 
of Life; and a conſiderable Reafon why it is _— 
And this-was the very caſe of St. Pazl, which put him to 
ſuch a ſtruggle with himſelf, which to deſire. In reſpect 
of himſelf, it was paſt all diſpute, that Death was moſt 
deſirable; but in regard to thoſe, to whom his Mini- 
ſtry was ſerviceable, he was content eo bear Life a lictle 
longer. I am in a ſtrait, Tays he, betwixt two, having a de- 
fore to depart, and to be with Chriſt , which a far better ;, 
neVer® 
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nevertheleſs ,, to abide in the, fleſh is more needful for 
Jon, 


3. This deſire of Death is never to be divided from a 
firm perſuaſion of Mind, that whatever God orders to us, 
be it Life, or Death, is, for that Reaſon, beſt: - And there- 
fore is rather to be underſtood as a deſire, that God would 
then take us out of this World ; when, to his Infinite Wiſ- 
dom, it ſhall appear to be moſt for our own, and the Ad- 
vantage of others, who depend upon us, or we have any 
relation: to. This is that great Principle, which alone can 
carry us chearfully through this World, and diſpoſe us to 
ſubmit freely, not only to the variety of Changes we meet 
with in it ; but alſo to our great Change ; and neither im- 
patiently to expect it, nor yet to be ſtartled at it, when it 
comes. In our very judgment, as Epidterzs ſpeaks, more to 
confent to that,which God would have,than what our own 
Inclinations lead us to : To deſire and wiſh juſt. fo, as God 
doth: We may miſtake (and fo. may our Friends too, in 
their Opinion of things) when we imagine, that had we 
liv'd longer, we could have been very uſctul to the World ; 
and..done a great deal of good in it. God is:the belt 
Jadge of this; and he is the Wiſe Diſpoſer of our Lives. 
"Tis ſufficient for us, that we have done what good: we 
could while.we did live. We may be troubled for our Fa- 
mily, and Relations, for our. little Children, and:fome ſpe- 
cial Friends, who enjoy'd a viſible Advantage: by: our con- 
tinuance amongſt them. We. may be concern'd. to conſi- 
der how hard it is like to be with our Off-fpring, and 
how many ſhocks they may indure after our departure. 
But, do. we remember that we leave them to the Care, of 
that Waking and Merciful Providence:, of which we our 
ſelves have had ſo large an Experience all our Days..,, We 
may be wretchedly out, and often are ſo in our foreboding 
of Events. Their being depriv'd of our Help, and Afli- 
ſtance, and Provition, renders them the more immediate 
Objeas of Divine Providence; and it has been often. ſeen, 
that Children, whom their Parents fear'd they. had left in 
bad Circumſtances, have in a wonderful manner, been 
better provided for when their Parents have bcen taken 
pd B { away 
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away from them, than probably they would: have been, 
had they continued with them ; that Reflection, which the 
Holy P/almiſ# makes upon his own Life, being frequently 
verified in the Poſterity of good Men : When my father and 
mother forſake me, the Lord taketh me up. Again, we may 
think, that hitherco we have made but Tow attainments it 
Vertue, and Goodneſs ; but conld we have liv'd a little 
longer, we ſhould have been mighty Proficients in Chriſt's 
School 3 we could have got a much greater Conqueſt o- 
ver the World, and our ſelves; we could have enobled 
our Minds with more fixt and lafting Habits of Vertue ; 
and, if Gbd would be pleas'd to continue our Lives, we 
fhoutd be much fitter for Heaven ſome few Years hence, 
than we are at preſent. But in this alſo we may be as 
much miſtaken, as in our other Thoughts. Have we conſt- 
der'd that our Vertue, in this World, will always be very 
imperfe& ? Have we weighed what our Danger is, as long 
as we live here ? Do we know, if we live longer, what fu- 
cure Temptations we may meet with ? or can we tell what 
Influence they may have upon us ? or be ſure that they 
ſhall not prevail over us ? And what do we think of thac 
Declaration of the Prophet, which holds good under the 


Ezeks 18, 24+ Goſpel-Covenant : hen the righteous man forſakes hs righte- 


0uſneſs, and committeth iniquity, and doth as the wicked doth, 
by righteonfneſs that he hath done, ſhall not be mentioned : Tn hes 
zreſpaſs rhat be hath treſpaſſed, and in hi ſm that he ſmmetrh, in 
that (ball be die. It ſufficech, that at preſent we walk fin- 
cerely, and with Integrity, in the way of God's Command- 


., ments 3; and that we heartily, and univerſally comply with 


our Ducy, though in much weakneſs, and encompaſt with 
many infirmities : The reſt is to be left intirely to the 
Wiſdotirof God : And when he calls us out of the World, 
we may hope, and (in as much as all things are order'd by 
Infinite Wiſdom, and God's Goodneſs is over all his Works) 
have reaſon to believe, that this is the moſt fitting time 
for us to die in, and beft alſo for thoſe, who belong to us, 
and for the World in general. Having fixt theſe Bounds 
to it, I now proceed to the Argument it ſelf, viz. 


That 
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That it is very becoming a wiſe Man, and eſpecially a 
Pious Chriſtian, to be very indifferent to Life, and-tq know 
when he has had enoughtof it; yea, to-be weary of the 
World; and to be ny willing to have his Diſmifſion. 
Many Conſiderations offer. themſelves for the evincing; the 
Truth of this Propoſition ; ſome reſpe& a-wile, Man bare; 
ly conſider'd as ſuch 3. others concern him as he is a Chri- 
ftian, I (ball name ſome few of both forts: Thoſe tha 
reſpect a wiſe Man barely confider'd as/fuch,: are theſe 
following : 


I. Ajuft and impartial Refle&ion upon the ſtate of hu- 
mane Nature. | | 


| * A Conſideration of the future Contingencies of 
Life. | 


JIL A :view of Death, . with reſpe&t to the Good and 
Evil of Lite. | wo F En 


die. 
I. A juſt and impartial Refleion upon the ftate of hu- 


-mane Nature. That this is very Deplorable, has been 


-has'been made by the wiſeg{t Men, who have moſt narcow- 


ly confider'd Man's Condition in all his variqus Circum- 
ſtances: And though there are many Gaods in Life, 
which are not moroſely, and with ſullenneſs.co be deſpis'd ; 
yea, it is an Inſtance of great Folly to rank them. in the 


. number of indifferent things ; yet-it has been generally 
agreed, that the Evils of Life do much aver-ba 


ance th 
Good : And though perhaps this is not ſo, in .reſpe& .of eye- 
ry individual Man ; for ſome are in very happy outward 
Circumſtances in reſpe& of others : Yer, if we conſider 
how it fares with the generality , ( which we .muſt do, 
in duly examining the Caſe of humane Nature) upon;chis 
view, [there is no great doubt .to be.made, -but the, Qbſer- 
yatign will be found to be as oe as *ris common, , and *cis 

2 4 


. 


tO 


A Sermon at the Funeral of - the 


—— 


' a Wiſe Man's part, not barely to conſider his own. pre- 


ſent Circumſtances, but to enquire how it goes with 0- 
ther Men ; ſince (humane Nature being common to all) 
whatever any other - Man's Condition is, he cannot tell 
how ſoon his may be the fame. When thou art lifted up 
with edmiration of thy ſelf, for'the Pomp wherein thou 
appeareſt to the World, caſt thy. Eyes downwards upon 
thoſe who are cloathed in Rags, and want the Neceſſa- 
ries of Life : When thou art wandring, ſays the Philoſo- 
pher, at Xerxes crofling the Ocean with his mighty Navy 
think of thoſe Wretches who are digging through Mount 
Athos! who are 'forc'd to their Labour with Blows, and 
Blood mingled with their Sweat ; call to mifid that 
they had their Ears and Noſes cut off, becauſe the Bridge 


was broken down by the: violence of -the Waves; and 


Job 3+ 17» 
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conſider what ſecret Refleftions they make upon their 
ſad Circumſtances. | 

*Tis enough to cauſe a Wiſe . Man readily 'to embrace 
Death, to conſider only Fob's Deſcription' of 'the Grave: 


There the wicked ceaſe from troubling ; there the weary are at 
-reft. There the priſoners reſt together, they hear- not the woice of 


the oppreſſor. 


2, A Conſideration of the future Contingencies of hu- 


'mane-Lifs. Theſe are without Number, and yer the daily 
*expetation'of every Wiſe Man, who has conftider'd, what 
'75*repreſented by ' the Emblem of the Wheel, conſtant 
"change and: vicifficude in the Life of Man. 'We are, ſap- 
Poſe, 'very Rich 3' but do-we know how long we ſhall be 


ſo? and may we not, ere we are aware, be as Poor; 


Riches 'make themſelves wings, they fly away as an Eagle to- 
wards Heaven, 1o faysthe Wiſeſt of Men. We are at pre- 


"ent in perfect health, drisk and lively, and full of vigour; 
"but may not our Conſtitution ' ſoon be broken, and we 


caſt upon a Bed of Sickneſs, grapling with Pains, or 


_ crying = under extream Torture. ings of Liberty, 


and have a quiet Poſleflion of the Bleflings of Life 3 but 
is it impoſlible that ever we ſhould fall under the Yoke of 


' ſome of the mighty Nimrods of the World, the Hunters 
*of Mankind? When, as fob expreſſes it, we ſhould 


chooſes 
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chooſe ſtrangling rather than Life. z. e. If we were at 
our own diſpoſe, the worſt of Deaths would be far more 
deficable than ſuch a Life. When FXerxes viewing his nu- 
merous Army, bemoar'd it, that within a lictle more 
than half an Age there would not be a Man of them left 
alive; one of his Captains reply'd, Sir, Let nt this 
trouble you, for they are like to endure ſo great fatigue, and 
ſo many hardſhips, that the greater namber will, in all proba- 
bility, wiſh themſelves dead, a long time before they ſhall be [6 
happy as ro die. And thus the Roman Orator, comparing 
the Great Pompey's Sickneſs at Naples, where he had like 
to have died, with his laſt End, concludes, Thar it had 
been much-- better for this Great Man to have died, 
when he had the Command of the Arms of Rome. ani 
was the darling of the World; for this had prevented 
the Bloody War with Ce/ar 3 the loſs of his Army 3 his 
flying with Diſgrace 3 his being ſlain by one of his own 
ervants; the preſenting his Head to his Father-in-Law 3 
his Children turning Fugitive, and the Confiſcation of his 
Eſtate, but he had dyed in Honour, and never known 
any of theſe Evils : neither himſelf nor his Family. And 
upon this account was that wiſe laying of Solon to Creſzs, 
who had cauſe enough afterward to remember and ac- 
knowledge the Truth of it, That he muſt firſt ſee him die 
before he judged of his Happineſs ; it being a Point of the 
Grecian Wiſdom, to account no Man happy before his 


Death, 


3 A view of Death, with reſpe& to the Good and E- 
vil of this Life, *Tis true, Death deprives us of all thoſe, 
which are properly called the Goods of Life : Bur, as 
theſs are not over Contiderable, fo it is our preſent want 
of them that renders them of any Conſideration at all : If 
we did nor need them, their abſence would be no injury 
to us in this Life ; the true Notion of Riches, being a 
ſufficiency to anſwer our Conveniencies ; beyond which 
all is bur meer imagination, and attended with the in- 
creaſe of trouble. Since therefore Death puts us in Cir- 
cumſtances, that we cannot want them, and perfectly takes 
away their uſe, what trouble can it be that it removes us 

fron 
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from them. To look upon it. as 4 very uncomfortable - 
thing, to be caſt into Circumſtances, where we cannot 
ule theſe Goods, is to be ſo drowned in ſenſuality, that 


| we are thereby become fit for nothinz beyond this 


Ifaiah 57+ Is 


World, and hardly fir for this But then Death takes us 
alſo from the Evils of Life, which are more in Number 
than the Goods, and much over-balance. them, in re- 
ſped, -at leaſt to the generality of Mankind. A bare enu- 
meration of the Evils of Life, does ſufficiently, in Tallys 
Opinion, commend Death, which puts an end to them. 
He tells us of one, who writing a Book in the praiſe of 
Death, did therein only deſcribe the Calamities of hu- 
mane Life : On this Account Death has been ſometimes 
interpreted. as. a Reward for Eminent Piety. | 'The very 
Heathens ſeemed to have looked upon it under this Notion, 
Thus when thoſe who built the Magnificent Temple of 
Apollo, prayed that what was beſt for Man, might befal 
them, the third day after they were found dead 3 which was 


\ reckoned upon as a Reward of their Piety. Agreeably to 


this, the Prophet T/aiab, ſpeaking of the Death of Good 
Fofias, ſays, He was taken away from the Evil ts come. 


/ 

4. The Univerſal Law upon humane Nature, that all 
who are born muſt die. Ir has ever been accounted a 
great part of Wiſdom, to bring our Minds quietly to 
comport with what is not in our Power to avaid. B 
this Conlideration we bear up under all the diſaſters of 
Life; this brings us into Temper, when we have royl'd 
our ſelves never ſo much, upon the deach of our neareſt 
Relations, or deareſt Friends : And the ſame Thought 
ought, in common Diſcretion, to bring us at leaſt, pa- 
tiently to ſubmit to our own. Deaths, whenever they 
come. This is the great Argument that runs through 
all che Books of the Moraliſts : A Pilate, fays -Plutarch, 
cannot in a Storm command the Billows, or calm the 
Winds ; or, by Hedtoring, cauſe the Storm to ceaſe; he 
at laſt therefore commits himſelf to its Fury 3 pulls down 
all his Sails by the Board, and expedts the ſinking of 
the Leaky Veſt: and thus muſt we, when Life grows 
paintul and uneafie, and Death approaches, wait our 

Difſlolution, 


Reverend Mr. "Thomas Grey. 
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Diſfolution, according to the Common Law of Nature 
fince that which is unavoidable, ought to diſturb us as 
little as- is poflible. This 1s the Principal Argument of 
all Seneca's Books of the Brevity of Life, and the Tran- 

aillity of the Mind, and his Diſcourſes of Providence, 

hat itis a very unbecoming thing to ſtruggle with the 
Laws of Fate, and not to be carried willingly, whither we 
muſt go whether we will or ns. 


and how capable of Reward, chezarfully to ſubmic to 
the Wiſdom of God, in diſpoſing of our Lives; and 
theſe are ſuch Arguments, as are proper to induce a Wiſe 
Man not to be over fond of Lite, and to know when 
he has enough of it; and, at leaſt, quietly and cilmly ta 
entertain the Meflage of Death, when it is ſent to him. 
But then a Pious Chriſtian has Arguments beyond all theſe, 
to do not only thus much, but a great deal more ; to be 
perfeatly above any fondneſs for Life, and to rejoice at 
the Thoughts of his Diſſolution 3 and, with ſubmitiion to 
the Will and Providence of God, heartily to defice his Dit- 
miſſion ; and they are theſe following. 


I. A General Conſideration of the Religion we Pro- 
feſs, which has chiefly a reſpe& to a future World. 


I. Our Knowledge that the Sting of Death 1s pulled 
Out. ; 


III. The Thoughts of being abſolutely and perfe&ly 
freed from Sin. 


IV. The enlargement of our Faculties and PerfeQion - 


of our Vertue. 
V. The immediate Poſleflion of Happineſs at Death. 


VI. The Completion of this in Body and Soul at the 
General Judgment. 


But far greater reaſon 
have we for this, who are taught, what a Vertue it is, 
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Tohn 13. 35: 
Heb. 11. 13: 
1 Pet. 2» I1- 
Heb. 13+ 14» 
Phil. 3- 20. 


Dm 


1. A General Conſideration of the Religion we Profelſs» 
which has chiefly a reſpe& to a future World. The Chri- 
ſtian Religion Promiſes us very little or nothing that re- 
ſpe&s meerly this preſent Life : In this it differs from 
God's Ancient Covenant with the Jews, that it ſecures us 
of nothing of this World abſolutely, but requires us to 
refer all things to God's Wiſdom and Providence to ap: 
point them to us, as they ſhall beſt tend to the making 
vs wiſe and good; and to the fitting of us for what we 
are deſigned in another Woild. Hence Chriſt's King- 


'dom is 1aid not to be of this World: hence we are dire&- 


ed to look upon our ſelves as Pilgrims and Strangers on this 
Earth ; that we are put in Mind, that we have here no con- 
tmuing City 3 and are exhorted to be in the continual 
ſearch after one that z to come3 that we are counſelled to 
Set our AﬀeGiions on things above, and not on things on the 
earth , to have our Conver/ation in another World : That is, 
ro bzhave our ſelves as choſe who expe& a Portion and. 
an Intereſt there; and if we conſider a great number of 
the Golpel Precepts, and weigh thoſe high degrees of 
Veitue they oblige us to; and to deny our ſelves in a 
great many Inſtances, which are very haid and difficult, 
and yer /not alcogether neceſſary for this World ; yea 
ſometimes ro hate and deſpiſe this World, and to chuſe 
the greateſt Evils of Lite 3 together with thoſe Duties.of 
over-looking our own Advantage for the greater Bene- 
fit of others; of doing Good for Evil, of waſting our 
Spirits, and laying out the Strength and Vigour of our 
Days, in doing good to Mankind; we cannot but con- 
clude, that theſe Rules have a reſpet to ſome future 
World ; and that they are deſigned to raiſe us up to ſuch 
a Temper of Mind, as may prepare us for ſomething 
God has intended us for, when there ſhall be an end' 6f 
this Lite of Man upon Earch. Neither can we pollibly 
have any doubt of this, who believe the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation ; the Promiſes whereof have ſo dire& a reference to 
a Future Stare of things. This Faith was the great ſupporc 
to the Primitive Chriſtians, under thoſe hard Circum- 
itances they were in : Their Thoughts were tix'd upon 


ſuch 
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ſuch. Pcamiſes' as theſe, Him.rhat owercometh will I cloath in Revel. 3. 5. 


white raywent, and I will not blot out his name out of the ?"* 
Book of Life ; and I will confeſs him before my Father, and he 
ſhall fit down with me in my Throne, even as I have overcome, 
and am ſet down with my Father. in hit Throne ; and be ſhall inhe- 
rit all things, and be ſhall reign with me for ever and ever. Hence 
it was, that they were ſuck great Inftances of Vertue, 
ſuch Bright:and Shining -Lights -co the World, ſuch Glo- 


\ rious Examples of a mighty Zzal for God, of an ardent 
| Piery and Devotion, of the moſt heroick Goodneſs, the 


moſt enlarged Charity z an exemplary Patience, and a 
very ,intire: Reſignation.of chemlelves co the Will of Gad.; 
Hence, it was that they ſo readily parted with their 
Lives, and fo willingly choſe to die, co cthe-amazement of 
the Heathen World ; who obſerved of them, that it was. 
the belief of a Life after this, that was the Cauſe of all 
this Courage and Reſolution; who therefore would not 
ſometimes. ſuffer them to , be buried, but burnt their Bo- 
dies, and diſperſed their Aſhes; fooliſhly thinking, thac 
chis would abate their Hope of. a. Reſurretion. Now if 
this - be the great: thing that the- Chriſtian -Inſticution 
teaches us, That this World is not our home, but that we 
live here expecants of one to come ; What great reaſon 
have we-to be fond of this Life? Or who canblame any 
Man for deſiring and courting Death upon theſe Prin- 
ciples2 What is related of  Tr:/megiſfys when he died, 
whether ever faid by him or no, does .very well become 
a dying Chriſtian, expreſling his future Hopes and Ex: 
eftations. 1 bave hitherto lived an Exile from my Country, 
ut now I am going ſafely thither , I am returning to that 


| Bleſſed City, whither we cannot paſs, without taking Death 


in 0ur Way. 


*"2.. The having the Sting of Death pulled out for us. 


; Death muſt be allowed.to be very terrible to;a, wicked 
Man; for when he dieth, Hzs hope periſheth, bis expettati- Proy, 1 1. 7. 


on z utterly cut of. There's an end of all that, in which 
he has placed his Confidence 3 the Man who has Calcula- 
ted all his Projedts, ' and deſigns meerly for this World, 
muſt .nceds be ſtrangely ſurprized, when the Meſlage is 
PET C brought 
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+ "bronght him, ' tat God'requires his" Soul; arid ithathe mint! 

. -.. give up his Account; and*his Seewardſhip (forſo the Scrip-* 
care calk this Life) is at an end :' Bur the loG of his pre- 
ſent Enjoyments ts not all 5 he goes out'of 'this World.in a 
State of  Guilt,) and is haled to" che Divine Tiibunal, ant . 
there 'Sehtenced 'e8 a Puniſhment, 'we know litele ttfore of, * | 
than this, That'it is <certaifily a very Terrible 'ofe ; 'and* . 
probably greater thati Ween at preſent conceive it to be; - 
Tis far 'oth&twife with the \Good 'Man'; he parts' with - 
nothing that is- overyaluable to him, having never enga-- . 
ged his Aﬀettions to what h& always knew, "was to be | 
left in #few days and” he gods but of: the' World with: 
his Sins Pardoned, and delivered from the Threatnings 
annext to the Law ; and-this-is that piilling vac'the Sting . 
of Death, which wE'dwe to the Merits- and Sxtisfidtion 
of our Blefſed Saviour; in- Cofiſideration of which, -a 
Chtiftian may look on Death as a hurtheſs thing,' whoſe | 
wotnding Powe? 8 caken away, as-St. Pol eh" tis thy 
char Friaihal 'Song; 1 Os; 54. '0' Duuth when | 
by Sting ? O' Gravs whert of Yby Vitfory ?-Th1 Sting of Death 
4 Sint; ad the Strength bf "Si 5 the Low ;, butthanksbe to God; 
wha piroerh ns the Vijtory through our Lord Feſis Chrift.* - © 


i, The TWaghyof Join Ally ad rorfttfly freed 
Rm EY TE TT OE TED 208 60% . 
All che Eviſs/and Miferies of this Life pit - uot? "tre 
not” half f6 mych'a Burden to. 2 Piotis ChriAtfan, 4s the 
ſharp'Cbnteſt Hat is keprit Within him" be Vixe te Bk 
and the Spirit + The firugfte betwixe-the Priviciftes - of 
Grace and thoſe of a Corrupt Natures and the Allvintape 
which the Devil," and TemftttionK, '#rit his\.owved By 
Inclinations, not perfetly ſubdued, often get*df "Mm; 
through the Remainders of Sin in. him. Theſe arg, Mat- 
rs" ot His daily. Sorrow; and-Reperitinee; 'ar1g Whol | 
tiotr! and heofter Ttentbles for -thofe Sins he Hs Pilfen 7 
"c" fits; though long ſince; 'and which yer he hoges he tra 
truly, Repetited of, and to tris very laſt Breath, contitues 
to WEE or Di Salietwh ih fee * Ad "hong lhe" 
web. E. x37, al —_ OO e: Apottlo's Advice, to teach 
ro Hhe full *affuranct of buye upto" He. end ; Yer tie"eonfiler 
al-*: - vs F, that 


E 
, 


- 


"Rederand! 1iI4r Thomas: Cirey. 


. thet- this ' is; a; Mogdett and Humble. ſore . of. ' Aſſurance E 


- which the-Apoltie ſpeaks: af, and. ſp very well confiſtenc 
with ſame. Fear. : Now Death is. deſirable by a ſincere 


* Chriſtian on this Account,: that -it Ters. him. ahove all his 


Teorihtes and his Fears: Jc puts him into a State where 
:the; Nav fall have no; further Advantage againſt him 3 


Whore $his iſkruggling -betwixt,Grace and Nature ſhall per- 


-RxUy.ceafe, where:he.-ſhall no more diſhongur God, - nor 


 7blemiſhihis-awn Nature 3 nor have.ſo much as the Sins of 


- -Infirmity-te lament and bewail, but; ſhall live in a perfect 
:freador::from thoſe Moral Evils, which created fo much 
-upAſinsſs vo _— and t oheen, Put him. in hazard 3 in this 
dens _ "$57 AT 

"344 

Vit a The Ealargomon of gqur Faculies 24 Pecieticniit 
-Qurt 'Vertue; - 

How ſhort: Humane Knowledge i is, they. | beſt under ſtapy 


who tavedpant theilongaſt- Time,, and ia the ,gr Fog 


A ——_— its they .wha know almoſt. 13 
: may :perhaps) eftecnrhemſelves very -great , Clerks: IF. 

chance they light upon a thing, which FFery one ' does 
not know, they preſently have a very great Opinion of 
their own Unterflanſling. ; and (like the -Son of -Syrach's 
'Defgriptian -ofva. Fool, ; Why che travellath : with- .a ward) are 
«very big,.:tolet.ather Men, ſee: pore very; Wi Ke chey are,. gf 


things. knowableii :in $hjs.State, ) have Very. di 3 Thong 
of thamſelves;. and, :zheugh;they avoid ſuch ptic 

as: to: daubti of every thing; yet-are 0 Ten very 7 ble how 
many things'there are which. they,.know, not, Ang 
they are from: perfectly paderitanging -yer Ko Comp - 
-things 2 'S$9 alfo.2 little, Phariſaick, rok 7 ; Fry in 


12 fudden, grawn;j whilſt; hoſe,; who. know, os ah 


-ſhew, and a:mighty noiſe and bjuſter in; | 
-who are :g9ot:;ho furcher than, this br in od, 
- inefs, are highly. opiniated.of themſelves, .a1 w to "ol 


;all-orhers as meer Sons of che Earch, po worth Rar 
"Ing : \Whereas-a truly-Piqus Chriſtian, ,is, alway's a, 
Chriſtian ; he has 2 .very man Opipjon of ohm 


3s vety ready 20:entertaig a. 200d My.pt, ocher'M: Man. 3. 


1s lenitcopt hg 1kin peulecbiag pt: N his - \Veragsi i 
at 
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what low Degrees of it he has attained to ;-- and his great- | 
eſt Comfort is groundeFFupon his Sincerity ; - and that he 
hopes and truſts, that his Heart 1 right towards God. | 
Now who would be fond of this Life, which is ſo dark + 
and ſo imperfe& a State ? Who would not be willing to | 
'die, that expects the enlargement of his Knowledge upon his ' 
Diſſolution, extending to-a clear 'view of all the Works 
of God, and looking into the: Secrets, arid unfolding che 
My fteries of Providence, to the near Contemplation of 
.the Divine Nature, ſeeing God as he is, and comprehend- 
ing his Perfe&ions, as much as Angels do, and to the 
Fathoming the Wonders of our Redemption _ Je- 
ſus; things ſo far out of the reach of our Underſtand- 
-ings .in this. World ; where alſo he ſhall arrive at Degrees 
of Vertue infinitely above what he's ever capable of come 
ing to here: And, in one word, ſhall be, in all things, 
like unto the Angels of God which'are in. Heaven; and 
how happy may he conceive himſelf then. to be?: who 
 eonifiders, that he owes the chief pleaſure of his: prefenc 
Life, to the ſmall Attainments he has been able eo make in 
"Wiſdom and: Goodneſs. -< 


5. The immediate Poſſeflion of Happineſs at Death. 
Indeed if all .Pious Chriſtians (ſome-few:only excepted) 
were 'to enter immediately upon Death, into. a Place 
of the moſt-exquilite Tormene. Mffering very little from 
Hell, ſaving in the infinite duration of it, and there to 
abide, none knows how long, even to the Day of the. 
Great Judgment, ſome of them; it would be very un- 
reaſonable for any Man to deſire Death, unleſs ic were by 
'Martyrdom, by which he might eſcape this Purgatory 
Fire; and the thought of dying would be the moſt dread- 
"ful one that a Man could have in his whole Life .: But 
this is a meer Fiction, brought into the Church by Igno- 
rance and Superſtition, and maintained for Reaſons well 
'known ; and has no Foundation neither in Scripture or 
' Primitive Antiquity 3 defended by ſome, even of the 
Rowan Communion, only as ſome other Do&drines are, _ 
-becauſe Decreed in Councils, and ſo not to be let go, 
_for fear of ſhaking a Pretence, that is not to: be _ | 
with, 
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Wwiths:-;The Stripture js; in this: None; very dear ag ex- 

preſs, and aflures-us, that itmniediately: upon/Death, there 

1s an admiſlion :ro Bliſs. 'To.day,. ſays our Saviour to the 

.Thief on the, Croſs, ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. And Luke 23. 43. 
St. Paul mentions his : being with Chriſt, as an immediate Phil. 3: 23. 
conſequence- of 'his Departure, Theſe are fo plain Proofs, 
that, to eyade -the' force of-cthem,- they. muſt be exempe 
Caſes; and; the Thief, and-St. Pazl, andilome few more, 
never went to Purgatory: ' But this ſhift ſignifies lictle, for 

"the Scripture ſpeaks of all- that die in the Lord; that. is, 
in the Faith and Obedience of the Goſpel, as being at reſt; 
which is'a Fewiſh Idiom, and-imports a-ſtate of Blifs. And 
St. Paul takes notice, that living here, keeps us from Chriſt, 
and therefore afligns this as a Reaſon, why we ſhould be 
willing and deſirous to leave this World, chat we might 
goto Chriſt: Knowing that whilſt we are at home in the bo- 
dy, we are abſent from the Lord : IWe are therefore confident and 
ailing, rather to be abſent from the b:dy, and to be preſent with 
. tbe Lord, efior oaniet NES 


6.. The completion of this Happineſs -in Body and Soul 
at the General Judgment. | = 

Though good Men are admitted to. immediate Happi- 
nels at Death, yet not to a full Participation of it, or to 
All chat Jlappineſs God has deſigned them, by way of Re- 
ward : This is referved for that Great Day, ſo often made 
' mention of in; the Holy. Books, when Chriſt, co whom the wart, 25.315; 
Judgment of. the World is committed; (hall : come in the 
Glory of his Father, in Triumph, and with great Splen- ,,. _ .. 
dor, attended with an innumerable Hoſt of Angels, to ; Theff, 4. 16. 
render to every Man according to his Works. Then ſhall 
thoſe who ſleep in the Duſt awake, and the Dead ſhall. be 
called out of their Graves, by theV oice of the Son of Man, 
.and the. Sound of the laſt Trump; : Theſe Bodies of ours 
ſhall chen be raiſed up from Mortality, and Corruption, 
.to an. Immorcal,.and Incorruptible State; A wonderful 
thing, to be. effeted. by that Power alone, which firſt 
. made all things our of nothing : A Truth knowable: only. by 
Revelation,and received by Faith ; and being uniced co their 
. proper Souls, - together: with them, who. ſhall then _—_ 

alive, 


2 Cor. 5. 6,8; 
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alive, and remaining:onithsEarthi, we ſhalt be caught: 1 
x Theff, 4. 17. 1ithe :Clouds, 'to:mece-theLopdiin the: Air, and ſo (hill 
ewe ever be with the ' Lord. © This is that great TDay;/ the 
2 Tim. 4.8. [Apoſtle .ſpeaks: of;wwhen -Orowns-thall be-pne 1upon'-the 
+. 0 4 Heads of all the Eaichful g-even' all thoſe who loves ap- 
.pearing.. :/This-is the. Day, when; the:whote © World (hall 
have-ats:laft. Period: and-Comfummation; when Death'tc 
pet. 26.1 , {elf :ſhall' be:(Eternally: Yeſtroyed 5-ahl God's: Kirigdorh 
hall 'be ſer up overt all,' and his” Saints ſhall *Reign-with 
him for ever and ever. - And'theſe T-take to be good Rei- 
ſons for every . Pious .Chriſtian-to/be- indifferent to Life, 
/and very \willing,iwith-fubtpifſion-to God's. Wiſdom th 
,Ditpoſing of hiqz;,0 havent Dailey or a tuien hy 
« blgodt Sr voaw 0002 6 O50) NM, $15 DING 


Now who Uſe of this Doing, 4s,” | - 


. * 
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_ + 1- To endeavour toretuce it-toPrattice. Imeant'te car- 

Ty onr-ſelyes, wittall-that-indifferency towarls this World, 

and Life, and preſent ſtate of Things, which becornes:wife 

Men, and good Chriſtians. We cannot diſpoſe of Sretts : 
[What belongs ao ©us;;:js tolbe:coment-with that Portion, 
whatever it is, that Providence-allots-us, and?to+4nanage 

.every thing -to the beſt . advaritage, and to-take® care-that 

cwhat befals us, :without our'leave;) may not diſturb” ns+--Te 
-35,not worth ithe while; farpaiting the Workdj+td *do" any 
-thing;:nor only, which) i6-plalyp Unjuſt © but any thing, 
INERT that:i1s :Uacharicadle, Mean, Biefal/or Baſe! And wh | 
we pofeſpiaidlyy ahd honefly, tit? Wiflomo'to WE! as 

; Cor. 7.11. not toabyſe it; remembring, \as the Apoſtle fpeaks; That 
>: 12, theFaſhion:ofithis World-pafſeth away!" Neither to be 6- 
ver anxibus anddllicitons:;aboutir, norte fiffer our whidlke 

-Lifeo becar-apwith the Cates: and Concerts Of jt Hor 

oi 40 ſev-burrBlearts and ! Aﬀe&ions -uporr it; 89 thar-He 

: hould everprove:thorriblyitreubleſonie; and uncafie to fs 

toi parti awithiic : To avord ithat Error, our Saviour-cot- 

Tecedm Adaritba, To be always Carking about thingslittte 

and 'needleſs:;;vand - with then wilerSifter, tobe carefal to 

Luke 10.40 Fecure»to our: febves that better payt; *thoſe Vertvons: Diſps- 
414% -ficionsdndHahitsofi the. Min, which flttllnever'berikin 
away-from:-2is; ''Foiconſider this Welk iBonly of Prcli 
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Uſe; AE? wheii the tine comes, "that this Uisis TY 
to rike out teaves of 1 it, as chin we are no fircher corn 
cerned in, If we erhjoy the God, of ' Life, to receive it 
Thankfully, atid manage it with Dilctecion, -and fo as it 
fray *(tim ©o'bur Advantay ie earl Tf we have.cour 
thare"th the Evilsvf Fife. © bare th wth opt: 69; 
ind! Paftence; 'as' expeting a, 
16 tfe ff, -mokcher wo os Prodizel OE Nie bf 
it; ro effectti- ic neither} above, nor” el5 oy ce & 
to take care to _ ir, as far as boric a wife Man; 


andyetr hy rea 07 oo, art wich i Faccourtt; 


geping' he Ti O 

Et ohſl eve PER. t,yer ro:th to 0 Foben 
violeric' ap itn DE, a =” ng an i _ f 
ro E e doit 11 LY 

gin Pk can HE good Matt.” TM _ 


pb q this, ſe one cghers M I het iſ main! a 
Ve : Io 'to hs Felphe's Gf chi Principles of 
Retipion ion by Party þ tell $ of tines oteath I 
te U e, oral wi i an Wikies ever"ke 
Hh, Vo ally Perter® 16) WHICH? Anſwer was, Thit 
It ſhould'be Kone wich Her" after hs as degd Nor tor 
after, this he | bur whit s they: were car Ying to fort 
ok Blity el Cs ing fudden,. he Beviyes; atu COR hl bin 
* Bis ic Ad jalmolt Io Weg oa "4 ri pes 
fair; h tHe Ate of tis Life ; He bebSirn wy oh 
'Plogs ant Verthous Men's his Fo RNs injx akked, by 
'his Friends, th&Reafon ofthis Cfthge, Dev gave chem 
"this account of it, Trat 'n6 fopner was! fe Sol parted 
Form his Body, Bur he foods 4,01 Fran Fork ton in him- 
af, which - he. coutd. not... ons, thing ing . bette}, 
Ee HE et, b y the 
force of a. : Storm, into” the vaſt n; after this Six 
"UP, + as it were: above W Wiger,cang fecoveritig” Tin: from 
this Confiiſſori, he thou Ft he felt birafdlf alive, ahd, look- 
"ing fobnd” kin”, "he; faw all. things: clearly” Kit, very 


; tif eres, f ights t they were, from what hg. 6 had ever , be- 


d in this World; "Kmbnglt ' other-, things he fit a 


{HUmerous” ombany” of” Souls ,* itt" very M tote Mins ; 
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another. World is fitted to have, upon us oy: -What- then 

ay got be expaRed.iram us, who,havg, 16 full, al clear 
a Re 1 ,, of the ſeveral. States. of Men, 
n.. here ?. Tet us then walk by this Faith; and 
have our Eyes: fixed upon the Recompence'o? a future Re- 


ſed Spirits; a World of  perfe& Knowledge and Vertue, 
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ay: 


and Pious Indiffzrency to this'Workd and Life, fo ſhall we 
take care to live as uſefully, and do as much good as we 
can in the World ; ſo ſhall we always keep our ſelves in 
an actual Preparation for Death ; and, whenever it comes, 
being born up by the ſtrength of onr.. Faith and . Hope in 
God and in his Promiſes, we ſhall chearfully take up this 
Pious Hymn of good Old Simeon, and ſay, HS EY 
| Lord, now Jetteſt thou thy Servant depart in peace, 


I am ſenſible I have been too long upon this Subje&, 
in regard there is another I know you will expe I ſhould 
ſheak ſonſFthing eq: |Byt if - beg a. liecle of your Patience, 
I know not when I ſhall do- this again; and I am pretty 
well aſſured, never upon ſo'fad an Occafion, I am well 
aware how liable Diſcourſes of this Nature are to Cenfure 
and Exception ; But in this Auditory, upon the preſent 
Occaſion, I am above theſe fears. It is allowed by all, 
that there is a juſt Praiſe due to thoſe who have raiſed 
themſelves above a common Level: I do.not mean in. 


? amaſling together a more than ordinary heap of Riches, 


the Portion as commonly of Fools as of the Wiſe, and at 
leaſt equally reached by Good and Bad Men ; but in 
thoſe Gifts of true Wiſdom and real Goodneſs, the great- 
eſt God has given to Men; by which there ſeems to be 
as great a difference amongſt Men, as betwixe: Man and 
the Beaſts, or as betwixe ſome Men of exalted Vertue 
and the Angels above : For while ſome are. miſed up to a 


Divine Likeneſs, others have almoſt quite defaced the 


Image of God in themſelves, and are ſunk a vaſt way be- 
low the Dignity of Humane Nature, into Ignorance, 
Folly, Immorality, and downright Brutiſhnefs : Such who 
have been thus diſtinguiſhed from others in their Lives, 
ought to be ſoin their Deaths coo 3 and not to go out of 


the World without a more than ordinary notice taken of 
- them : "Tis fit that: their Wiſdom and Vertue, which ren- . 


dered them fo ufeful while they lived, ſhould be propoſed 
to the World as an Example, and for the imitation of 


; ſuch as ſurvive them. This has been the Practice of all -. 
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ſixch whe lival cfully mtNcir-Getietarions.' THe Script dre" 
nifitivns Ras &n-Act'of Hotibur' doneitothe Riphitous ac” 
heir Deichs, \atd ſeems very plainly' co recommend it in 
2 Chron, 32+ «Hſe Prorhiles to the G6od Man, "That bis Name fhatf be 
33: bal i retnenbbr ante; nt bis Memory by Viefed'® The Pradtice' 
of ®EChiiſtiati-Chirch+is this. Poinit'is 16 well known, 
that I ſhall not ſpeind ele: teetllefly to! infiſlt" oft it * Stip-! 
ported by-this: Authority; L will venture 'to draws "hore 
Character of your Deceaſed Paſtor. He was a Man of a 
very large Underſtanding; of a quick 'and ready Appre- 
henfion, and had a' very hippy way of expreſting h Tſe 
whichz/-as far'as theſe areiniver *Naniral * Erdowintiits,” d6,' 
by ho means, Rem: t6 be'givenby Got- co all Moti "Afike ;: 
and'would teniþt 'te believe, that the” difference in'Men' 
dbes not wholly” atiſe” from the Diſpolition of Bodily Or- 
gans or Education, or any the like Cuſes; bur that there: / 
is really an inequality in their Original *'make.' Theſe' 
rjatufal Endowments were cultivated by a happy” Eflucati- | 
6n, ' and! att early} Acquaintance- with - Al "that Schbol & 
a Min uſeful in any'confiderable Poſt iry Charchor State : 
He was called very'early out, to be a;Labouret 'in God's 
Vineyard ; at Einployment (though ſome perhaps. may 
magine licele 'of d culty it je, -and that the Clergy, of 
all ocher Meh, live niolt *ar: eaſe} that requires a, 'mighry 
Pains,to'be able eo diſchatye it wiſely an@ulctully ; which 
peſhaps the Apolttc-ihtimates, when he'calls ir "Labouring 
; Tim. 5. 176 3 the Worff and Dodrivb.  Olir Deceated Brocher was i 
apprehenſive of- this 'at his firſt coming among yon, where 
his "conſtant Task -was to: preach 'threetimes a Week; be- 
ſides the Monthly Preparatiori 'Sermon ''for” the: Sacra» 
ment, xnd/many ether 66ca{tonal Sermons ; that to beable 
ro give ® $0 Actount” of 'his* Miniſtty 19 Bhd, © hi | 
own Conleteyee, ind to' Wiſe Men; to Bite binfetf 
2 Tim 2. 15. F/orkman That needed wbtrobe ufhamed vightly dividin) the word 
of” Truth z and that as becomes the'Man-ot' God, he. mighr be 
2 Tim. 3+ 17-erfe, throughly furniſhed to-evutry good work, as the Apoſtle 


extiorrs Tonjrty ; that 5 as a. Teachet vt Pivacher ob the 
'Golpe], 'Þy tlie Study-of rhe Seriptttrs; Ve fitHntthed" fol at 
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thoſe - Wards ;; he fe!l poly that cxcelliye hard F Stady, 
which. brake an excellgat Conſticution of Body, ang fo 
impgred his Health, that he was never aaſs to t6cover it 
.and ghough he was. ig. a while ſenfible of this, and bftep 
adgoniſhed by his. Friends to remit that Riggur, yer. his 
Circumſtances partly neceflitated-him to continue it 3 ond 
belides, by Ule and Cuſtom, it was become fo plealant a 
.Divertion, that he ſeemed to think the in Dremens 
hereby made to himſelf, to be 2n abundant Recompenſc 
for the Infirmities it brought along. with, 1 it; and, as Tully 
preferred the living one Day accorting to che Pregepts. of 
Philoſqphy, to a, Yicious Immortalicy, 3 fo) our Deceal 
Brothss had a far greacer Inclination.to improve his CA 
ledge, and to live.uſefully, . though but a fo years, than 
to arrive at an extream old Age, with no other Sign upqn 
him that he had lived long, but what Dight be Bae red 
as.Senecs peaks, in Mankles. and G rey. Thi 
have-particular. Reaſan too Frve, i inaſmuch ® Ns when 
have been diſcourſing with him, .which was, frequently, of 
giving -himlſelf.a lictle. eaſe, and calling in one ;to his Af: 
fiſtance, ihis conſtant Anſwer was to this Elke, That his 
Life could not be better waſted than in a careful diſchar 
of: his Miniſtry,. .and .in doing all. the- Ga [els Id; 
and let his Great WL call bim, when he pled, fe 
was. that - al oy m bs Lord," % ' when b e ſh 
fend ſo, doing... en. of. his, his. Nh $f oh 
was not barely, x - his Curioſity, op to [m- 
felf with: his' own Hobs. (though, this b is plc an Inno; 
cent- and. a-very, deligheful Piece, gf Fpicwtim. 3) | but, to 
render:himſelf texviceable co qthers, to a his OE 
fice with, Credit.to. ORR and to,prah 4 tho Pfu * truſl 
committed- to, his. Care, he. was. a Conſtant, ] 
and Profitable Preacher. In all his ifcourſes he poxfios 
ouſly aveided, according to. the Apoſltle's Advice, al. olelef 
Queſt ions, which miniſter only to ſtrife ; and. by which (let the 
Preacher argue and defend either fide of che: Queſtion nong 
are mage either the wiſr- or. Hereer Men. His Thick Buſinek 
Was 


Sh his whale als Duty t towards 
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was to profecute . PraRical Subjeas, with the” utmoſt 
force of Perſiwaſion 3 well knowing, that moſt Men un- 
derſftand their Duty, much better than they Practiſe it ; 


' and that to ſtir up their Remembrance, and over-rule 


their Wills, was one great part of the Miniſter's Office. 
His main Endeavour was to ſpeak'good Senſe, and to de- 
liver the moſt uſeful Truths in plain and eafie Expreflions; 
and was oftey/wont to ſay, That the Practical Dodrines 
of Chriſtianity , were ſo perfetly agreeable to: natural 
Principles, that if they were fairly repreſented, no Man 
would be tound to make the leaſt oppoſition to them; but -- 
that the ſame Dodring; might be fo intangled with Con- 
troverſie, under the ſhew of clearing them, that Mens 
Prejudices would ftill over-{way them, and every Man 
would retain the Principles of his firſt Education ; 'and 
that ſach Diſcourſes never turned to any Advantage of the 
Hearers, but ſerved either to Prejudice them againſt their 
Preachers, or to drive them into Heats and Contentions a- 
mong themſelves, to the bane of Chriſtian Practice. We 
are lately told of a Noble Deſign,. provided for in the-Will 
of. 'a yery extraordinary ' Perſon Deceaſed, that every 
year ſhould be compoſed a few well Digeſted Sermons, 
wherein ſhould be: ſet forth the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion in General, without deſcending to the Subdivi- 
ſions among Chriſtians : This: is very agreeable to what 
was the conftant Deſign of your Deceaſed Paſtor 3' whofe 
chief Buſineſs ic was to repreſent Chriftianity, As « Syfem 
Truths, which ought to purifie the Nearts, arid govern the 
ives of thoſe who Profeſs it 3 where the Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity were in hazard, none ſhewed a greater Zeal 
in exhorting earneſtly to contend for the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints ; witneſs his many cloſe Diſcourſes againſt 
Popery in the late Reign:: And, as he apprehended there 
might bein time occaſion for it, he was ready to ſhew 
the ſame Zeal againft ſuch Errors, - as threaten utter Ruine 
to all Poſitive Religion : But, in other Matters, he abhor- 
red Bigotry ; and knew how to pity the weakneſs: of Hu- 
mane Underſtandings, and to allow for the Prejudices of 
Education 3 and though no Man: had a greater yalue for 
E204 cur 
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our Church Conſtitution, nor could more heartily wiſh 
the Recovery of our Diſcipline ; nor yet had a truer, and 
righter Notion of Religion ; yet he never cared, rowughly 
to diſturb People, though in an-Error ; when he ſaw che 
Error did no hurt, and that they, who-were-under ir, did 
not purſue it, in any of its bad Conſequences ; but were 
as careful to live Piouſly, and Vertuouſly, as thoſe could 
be, who were in the right : Yea, he would ſay, That, for 
ſome, whom he knew to be ſincere Chriſtians, he thoughe 
it was better to let them alone in Innocent Miſtakes 3 and 
that there was Danger in going about*te ſet them right ; 
yet ſo far as he could fairly do it, he always took care 
coretifie Mens Religious Notions, and occaftionally, and 
by the bye, rather to infinuate ſome Truths, than purpoſe- 
ly to fet himſelf to Argue, and Defend them. 


His Conduct, among his Pariſhioners, was fuch, as : 


deſerves Imitation by the whole Ocder of the Clergy, in 
their ſeveral Places ; and,perhaps,would do moreto prevent 
the growing of Schiſm, than all the Laws that could be 
contrived in the Church's favour : His buſineſs was to 
keep up a good Underſtanding betwixt himfelf and his 
Neighbours ,- and likewiſe among themſelves. He was 
ready to ſerve the meaneſt of them, upon all other oc- 
caſions, as well- as thoſe immediately relating to his Fur- 
Rion. If there happened any breach, his Care was to 
ſtop it in its firſt riſe, well knowing how hard it is, ofc- 
times to do it afterward. I might. here mention ſome 
Offices of Publick Benefiz and Advantage to chis Town, 
which owed themſelves chiefly to his Advice, Induſtry, 
and Conduct : Particularly, the Settling an Induſtrious and 
Uſeful  School-Maſter among you, and Recovering and 
Advancing the Credit and Reputation of your Grammar- 
School. This was his Behaviour among you, and ſuch a 


mutual Friendſhip was hereby grown up into a Habit, be- 


twixt him and his Flock, that he would. often ſay, If the 
Governors of the Church ſhould. think kt to Reward his 
hard Labour , with ſome ſmall - Dignity in. the Church; 
he would moſt thankfully accept it ; but he could” never 


be in a place, where: he ſhould be capable of. doing more 
Gocd, 
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G or among aFeople, that were. more likely to re- 

ceive Good from him ; and-that therefore he'could not teH 
how to entertain any Thoughts of leaving you, as -long 
as he lived. In all the ather: Relations he bore, which: : 
were thoſe a of Father, a Husband, a Son, anda Brother, 1 
never knew any. Man that diſcharged theſe Obligations 
with greater Prudence, or: more-Exactneſs; with a wiſer 
ConduR, or a better Senſe of Duty. Heithad a Capacity 
-which reached almoft all farts of Things, and a wonder- 
ful Dexterouiſneſs in Diſpatch of Bufineſs ; which made 
him to be ſonught.to by all the Neighbourhood, and fo of- 
ten ta:bhe choſen. an Umpire in their Controverſies; in all 
which; as his Gare was to avaid Intrenching upon any 
.other Man's Profeflion, 1o he:never. fought any Advantage 
to himſelf, but deſigned only doing . Good, and obliging 
Mankind. His Converſation was both Pleaſant and Ulſe- 
ful. He had, indeed, a fort of Facetiouſneſs, that was ve- © 
ry natural to him, and perhaps is ſo to moſt Men of free : 
Thoughts ; but it was Innocent, and -when'jit had in it | 
any thing of Defign, it was only to: convey wiſe Notices 
of things in this. way, where he knew not how to come 
at Mens Underſtandings.in any other. For my own part, 
I muſt fay, that being freed from the neceſfary Imperti- 
nencies of a mixt Converſation, I ſcarce. ever ſpent- an 
Hour with him, in all the time of our :Acquaintance, but 
with ſome Advantage.; and it is a Juſtice due to his Me- 
mory, to own that I have learnt much from him. And, 
what I take to be a very high Accompliſhmene of human 
Nature, an argument of a great and noble Mind, andinot to 
be omitted in his Character, is, That he was .a Wile, a 
Faithful, and an Intire Friend. - I had the Happineſs ( and 
a great Happineſs ic was to. my Life) to-live in a perfect 
Friendſhip with him, which, from-our firſt-entring into it, 
( being founded upon no ſelfiſh Ends )- never received any 
interruption; bur grew up, and waxed ſtronger, as all 
good Diſpoſitions do, tilt they come into confirmed Ha- 
bits. Whether Friendſhip be diflolved by Death, on their 
\ part, who are:gone into another World, I cannot tell. 
[This was one of the Contemplarions, our deceaſed Brother 
7 was 
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was entertaining himſelf with, a' little before his Depar-, 
fire. ** He was' mufing, as he told me; whether he ſhould 
be able to do any kind Offices for his Friends, whom he left 
on Earth :' However, on their pare, who ſurvive, it is not 


' diffolved; for there cannot be a more tender Point, than 


the Name and Memory of a dead Friend.” But that which 
1s above-all other Endowments, either natural, or acqui- 
red; and which therefore I reſerved to be mentioned in 
the laſt place, was his lively and vigorous Senſe of Reli- 
gion : 'He throughly underſtood the Deſign of it, and was 
very ſenſible of thoſe infinite Obligations we are under, 
to the Goodneſs of God, for making fo ample a Proviſion 
for bur Happineſs, as we ſee done, in the Covenant of 
Grace in Chriſt Jeſus ; and for furniſhing us with ſuch ad- 
mirable Rules of Life 3 in the Prattice of which Man's 
Happineſs fo plainly lies, That our reaches in Vertue give 
us,a very lively Senſe of our future Immortality. He 
was vatutally of 'a very warm and quick Temper. Thoſe 
who converſed *with him, and knew what a Clear and 


'exa& Condut he had of his Mind, may perhaps ſmile ac 
this; as thoſe,” who were acquainted with Socrates, and 


knew his abſolute 'and intire government of his Paſlions, 
did at the Phyſiognomiſt's Charadter of him ; but that wiſe 


' Man vindicated his Art, and aſſured his Friends, That the 


Man had judged truly of his natural Temper, which was 
corrected by the Principles of Philoſophy : And our de- 
ceaſed Friend would confeſs, That it was ,not Nature, 
but Grace that had aflifted him in this Work ; and that 
he had done nothing in it, without great Pains firſt taken 
with himſelf. He was very careful of the Worſhip of 


God; and as he did all he could to bring his Flock co a 


ſenſe of Worſhipz being firmly perſuaded, that,. unleſs 


' Men can be brought to this, That reformation of Man- 
'ners, which is ſo heartily deſired, by all good Men, can ne- 


ver be effected ; ſo he was very exact in keeping up con- 
ftant Devotion in his Family, and careful to- impreſs .a 
Senſe of ic upon his own Children, and thoſe other Youths 
he was pleaſed to take under his Charge. . He was.a Man 


of great Charity, laying aſid?, notwithftanding his large 


Family, 
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Family, a certain part of, his Revenue, annually, for ſuch 
uſes. Many inſtances of this I have” been witneſs to, and 
ſome of his Charities have paſſed through my Hands, with * 
Directions, not to let the Receivers know who was their 
Benefactor. He paid for the Teaching of Six poor Boys _ 
at your Reading-School, and gave as many Bibles Yearly, - 
with the Name of DED HA M, indorlt ; which you 4 { 
underſtood to be a Gitt of one, who concealed his Name ; © 
but I now acquaint you, That it was intirely his own Cha- | 
rity 3 and he has left it, under his Hand, that Five Pounds * 
be paid at your next Governors Feaſt, for Diſcharging the + 
Schooling of theſe Poys, and Furniſhing them with their 
Bibles, for the Year paſt.. He had a mighty Senſe, ſuch 
a One as is not common, of the Wiſdom of God, in di- : 
ſpoling of all Events : The Providence 'of God has been :' 
defended admirably well, by many of the Philoſophers : * 
Chriſtianity has helpt us to further Arguments in its De- - 
fence, by a clear Revelation of a future World, and a * 
Judgment to come 3 but they are two very different things, | 
to acknowledge a Providence, or plead for it ; and practi- | 
cally to comply with it, and to bring our very Under- * 
ſtandings, to conſent to every thing, as beſt, which 'God 
does. This latter was what our deceaſed Brother, above * 
all chings, aimed at bringing himſelf to. I will give you 
his Thoughts, in his own words, in a Letter, wrote to me, 
ſome Months before his laſt Sickneſs. * Whether a longer * 
* continuance in this World be a Blefling, or no, neither + 
*you nor I can judge: For my own part, I proteſt fo- 
© lemnly, I have received a Reſignation to the Divine Will 
*as a Principle, from which I will never depart ; and I 
* am Labouring for nothing ſo much as to bring my ſelf to 
© approve, in my own Inclinations, the Choices that God 
© ſhall make for me, whatever they be; and this I do, not 
* only becauſe I am fo perfectly ſatisfied, how much we - 
© owe that Obedience to that Government, under which ' 
*we are; and to the Perfeions of that Being, that Admi- 
© niſters it ; but becauſe I can find no other Principle ca- 
© pable of miniſtring to my Quiet, and of ſupporting my 
* Mind : For, eſpecially as my Thoughts are of my mae 
| Fs ate; 
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ſuch —_ 

and | *ftate, if it were not for the force of that, I could never 
with  *calloff y Mind from attending to its apprehenſions of 
their © * Danger, fo much, as to do my Duty, and keep the Polt,; 


© tle, 6b. 13. 7. Remember 


the great Diſpoſer of things expe&ts from me, and has 
' placed me in: But with this, notwithſtanding all my 
«fad Thoughts,. I can eat, drink, ſleep, laugh, recreate my 


« ſelf, and enjoy my Friends; and not be uneaſie to them, 


© blefled be God, for fuch Reaſons as we have to leave all | 


: © Events iti his Hand; and to hope they ſhall be merciful 


*to us. For, by. this Faith L live, and upon the Stock of 


* ethis I hope to acquit my ſelf, at leaft ro my own Eternal 


* Safety, when I die» This I take to have been the moſt 
inward Senſe of his Soul, which abode upon him to the 
laſt. For, in an interval, not long before his Death, ac- 
quainting him with the hopes his Phyſicians gave us, his 
Reply was, His Opinion was otherwiſe ; and, indeed, ſaid 
he, now: that I am gone on fo far, unleſs God ſees it beſt 
to appoint to mea longer Life, I do not think it worth the 
while- to- go-back. But having exceeded all tolerable-Li= 
mits allowed ele Qccaſions, I ſhall only leave with 
you, that were lately his Charge, the Advice of the Apo- 
em that have the rule over you; 
or, rather, thoſe that have had the rule ever you. The word 


| *Hyt4@>, though it ſignifies any ſort of Ruler, yet, in this 


place, it muſt be reſtrained to Spiritual Governors, Paſtors, 
and Teachers ; thoſe, who have ſpoken to you the Word 


: of theLord ; and that it muſt refer to them that are dead, 
- Frhink may be interred from the latter words, where 


; mention is made of their exirzs, their departure, or the end- 
' Ing of their Converſation, To remember ſuch a deceaſed 
* Paſtor, is to be thankful to Gad, that his Pravi 
: him over you; to be ſenſible of your loſs in being depri- 


- ved of him to think of him with Love and Aﬀection, 
+ and Honour to his Memory ; frequently to refle& upon 


: that wiſe Counſel, thoſe wholſome Inſtructions, that Pious 


Example, which you have often heard from him, and long 
ſawin him ; and, above all, to continue in that good ſtate, 


: 1n which he has left you, iree from Schiſm in che Church, oc 
=. Diviltons in your Town ; living under a ſenſe of Religion, 


and 
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and in Peace and Charity (which -has hicherto been. your ' 
Character) with one another. If you fail in any of theſe 
Points, beſides that it will aphraid you . with unprofitable- 
neſs, under a painful and uſeful Miniſtry long enjoyed 3 
the Effects that will follow, may force you to remember 
him, but withont either Comfore or. Advantage to your 
ſelves ; and perhaps to remember alſa my Words to you 
this Day. But to conclude all with the Words of. the A- 
poſtle ; Beloved, we are perſwaded better things of you, and 
things that accompany Salvation, T mean, that Promiſe ra- 


ther your future Happineſs, than any Miſchief to befal 
you, though we thus ſpeak. 7 


Books Printed for and Sold by Thomas 
Speed, at the Three Crowns near 
the Royal Exchange #» Cornhll, 
1692. 


Hirty Six Sermons, wiz. 16 Ad Aulum. 6 Ad Clerum. 

6 Ad Mapiſtratum. 8 4d Populum. With a large P:e- 
face, by the Right Reverend Father in God, Robert Sander/on, 
late Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. The Eighth Edition cor- 
reed and amended. Whereunto is now added the Lite 
of the Reverend and Learned Author. Written by T/aac 
Walton. Folio. | 

A Sermon at the Funeral of the Reverend Mr. Thomas 
Grey, Late Vicar of Dedham in Eſſex; Preach'd in the 
Pariſh- Church of Dedham, Febr. the 24. 169%, With a 
ſhort Account of his Life. By Foſeph Powell, A.M. Rector 
of St. Mary on the Wall, in Colcheſter. 

A brief Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm, with 
Proofs from Scripture. By Fobn Williams D. D. Recor 
of St. Mildred's Poultrey, and St. Mary Cole, London. The 
Third Edition. 80. 

Tachygraphy; The moſt Exa&t and Compendious Method 
of Short and Swife Writing, that hath ever yer been publiſh- 
ed by any. Compoſed by Thomas Shelton, Author and Pro- 
feſlor _ the ſaid Art. Approved by both the Univerſi- 
t1Es, Oo. 

Zeiglographia : Or a New Art of Short-writing never be- 
fore publiſhed 3; more Eaſie, Exa&t, Short, and Speedy 
than any heretofore. Invented and Compoſed by Thomas 
Shelton, Author and Teacher of the ſaid Art. Allowed by 
Authority, So. 

Index Rhetoricus & Oratorins, Scholss, & Inſtitution tene- 
riors atatis accomodatms, cuj adjiciuntur formulas Oratorie, 
& index Poeticus. Opera & ſiudio Thome Farnabii, Editio 


Noviſſima prioribus emendatior, 120, 


P/almorum Davidis Paraphraſis Poetica Georgi: Buchanani 
Scoti: Arguments ac Melodins explicata atque illuſtrata. Opera 
& Studio Nathans Chytrei, 120. 


